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war.
Since the KRG is dependent on Turkey for everything 

from cement to tomatoes, an economic blockade would lead 
to a sharp rise in prices. Ordinary Kurds have already been 
hit by high inflation. Most workers in Kurdistan have low-
paying jobs with the government, which pays their salaries 
through its 17 per cent share in Iraq's oil revenues.

The Turkish Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, is 
pursuing a policy of talking tough to frighten the Iraqi Kurds 
and the US but he clearly does not want to invade. He denied 
yesterday that Turkish air space had been closed to flights to 
Iraqi Kurdistan though one charter firm, Tarhan Tower, 
confirmed that Turkey's civil aviation authority had denied 
permission for two of its flights to fly from Istanbul to Arbil.

Ideally, Turkey would like to repeat its success against 
the PKK in 1999 when it forced Syria to order the PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan to leave Syria. He was later abducted in 
Nairobi and put on trial in Turkey.

The Turkish Foreign minister, Ali Babacan, said "the 
target of economic sanctions won't be Iraqis – the target will 
be the terrorist organisation". But it is unclear how this would 
work. The PKK has depots of supplies in the mountains and 
plenty of money to buy more. Turkey's initial aim will 
probably be to go after companies owned by Mr Barzani's 
family, which reportedly has interests in Turkey.

Iraqi Kurdistan has been presenting itself as the one part 
of Iraq which is stable and at peace. There are plenty of 
signs of construction in Arbil but many projects have stopped 
work because of over-ambitious expectations or the soaring 
price of construction materials. In several cases the central 
bank has had to intervene to keep them going.

Kurdistan has also been encouraging foreign oil 
companies to look for oil. But the Iraqi Oil Ministry has 
contested the KRG's right to sign oil contracts. The Oil 
minister, Hussein Shahristani, says he will never do business 
again with oil companies which have signed deals he deems 
illegal. He also says there is little point in foreign companies 
developing oilfields from which they have no pipeline to 
export the oil. Turkey is unlikely to grant them permission to 
build a pipeline through its territory. The profitability of newly 
discovered oil wells in Kurdistan therefore depends on an 
agreement between Baghdad and the KRG.

All parties are eager for somebody else to do something 
about the PKK but it is not clear what can be done. The PKK 
is not very numerous, has highly mobile camps rather than 
bases and can hide in the vast mountain ranges along the 
Turkish and Iranian frontiers.
**

KCK Statement: We call on all international forces, 
the USA and the EU, to make an effort to resolve the 

Kurdish question peaceful-democratic

"The Kurdish question 
which awaits resolution is the 
reality of the Middle East. It is 
well known that various social 
incidents occurred due to this 
question in Turkey, Iran and 
Syria. We, as the Kurdish side, 
want to resolve this question -

one of the fundamental questions of our region- through 
dialogue and peaceful means and without any changes to the 
present borders. The Kurdish people only want their natural 
rights which stem from being a nation. Rights such as 
political freedom, identity and cultural rights are embedded
within the fundamental rights excepted by the modern world 
and expressed in Universal Human Rights Declaration.

Resolution to this question can only be possible through the 
reply of the relative states in relation to these humane 
requests. A solution developed along these lines will play an 
important role in the democratization process of and stability in 
the region Our leader Abdullah Ocalan has repeatedly proposed 
solution projects through peaceful-democratic means and has 
called for many cease-fires. The last of those cease-fires was 
called in mid-2006 upon calls from national and international 
powers call. Hence a unilateral cease-fire for an independent 
period thereby creating suitable conditions for a democratic 
solution.

However the Turkish government did not utilize these 
opportunities while the Turkish Army evaluated the cease-fire 
adversely to the affect that it is a scenario to dismember 
Turkey and hence has doubled-tripled its military operations in 
order to put an end to the cease-fire and no-clash atmosphere. 
Within this period a total of 485 operations with the aim of 
annihilation have occurred, some jointly carried out with the 
Iranian state. As a result of these operations heavy casualties 
have been suffered by both sides. Commander for Ground 
Forces of the Turkish Army, Ilker Basbug, did not deny that 
such operations were taking place and in a press conference on 
5 October 2007 in Diyarbakir stated that they have put the PKK 
under serious pressure through the operations during the year 
and that “this pressure shall increasingly continue during 
autumn and winter of this year”. He added that “until there are 
armed cadres of the PKK such operations shall continue”. As 
can be acknowledged Turkish state authorities have admitted 
not to have recognised the cease-fire declared and that they 
would do everything within their power to remove the existence 
of the cease-fire.

The level of clashes that continue today is a direct result of 
this mentality and policy of denial. We have not officially ended 
the cease-fire. However the conditions for a cease-fire are not 
present due to one-sided attacks of the Turkish state. Instead 
of taking up our movements efforts to solve the question 
through peaceful methods and the atmosphere it has created to 
resolve the question through democratic means the Turkish 
state has violently imposed to eliminate all dynamics of Kurdish 
freedom. On the one hand regions like Sirnak, Siirt and Hakkari 
have been declared to be military zones and on the other hand 
civilians have been executed and the suppression, arrests and 
blackmailing of the Kurdish people’s legal institutions has 
reached a level where even the martial law administration was 
not. The Turkish state has also worsened the already bad 
isolation on the Kurdish people’s leader held at the Imrali Sole-
inmate Closed Prison and has developed inhuman practices and 
despite the poisoning and the serious health problems he still 
has not had medical treatment. Hence all methods have been 
employed to break the will of the Kurdish peoples and their 
demands.

During the general elections held in Turkey on 22 July 2007 
all methods have been employed once again to disable the 
Kurdish representatives to enter the parliament including new 
regulations. Despite these attempts a group of parliamentarians 
have entered the parliament of Turkey with their Kurdish 
identity giving an important chance for dialog and a democratic 
solution. However the AKP government and the Turkish state 
instead of utilizing this chance positively has put these 
parliamentarians under serious pressure and developed 
methods to give themselves up. Despite immunity of the 
parliamentarians decisions are being taken for their trial and 
the oppression and threats are becoming chronic. In parallel, 
court cases opened against the Kurdish Mayors are ending with 
some being removed from office where others being arrested 
thereby increasing threats on all. In reply to the cease-fire 
announced by our movement the Turkish state has moved to 
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annihilate the Kurdish Freedom Movement in Turkish 
Kurdistan. The loss of lives of soldiers in clashes with the 
guerrilla forces, who are at their defence positions due to 
attacks by the Turkish army, have been shown to be the 
reason behind the development of racism and militarism 
within the Turkish society and the decision from the Turkish 
parliamentary for an incursion inot Iraqi Kurdistan.

One of the aims of this decision by the parliament is two 
fold; one is to eliminate our movement and the other is to 
eliminate the Kurdish Federal structure. In order to achieve 
this aim it has sought to create conflict between Kurds and to 
destroy stability. However at a time when both the Federal 
government of the Iraqi Kurdistan and the Kurdish Mps 
within the parliament can play a role to create the right 
conditions for dialog and peaceful solution of the question 
both are being targeted and left out. Therefore it is quite 
clear that the Turkish state does not want the Kurdish people 
both in North and South Kurdistan to have a will-power and 
hence this is the reason behind the increase of attacks. The 
other aim of the decision is to retaliate against the Ermanian 
genocide draft bill on the agenda of US Congress by 
destroying stability in Iraqi Kurdistan hence putting Iraq into 
further turmoil. In this context, the main aim of the anti-
Kurdish, anti-PKK pact of Turkey, Iran and Syria is to 
strengthen the statute that has no benefit to the people of 
the region and to put pressure on the USA.

The Turkish state not only is the one that attacks our 
forces but also exaggerates its casualties and keeps them on 
the agenda to show a false image of itself being under 
attack. This is not the reality. The Turkish state is not the 
aggrieved party not the party that is being attacked, they are 
the party actively attacking. Kurdish freedom forces have 
been loyal to the cease-fire that they have declared. 
However they have been forced to self-defence in the face of 
developing attacks. We unreservedly state that in the event 
of Turkish state ending its attacks the atmosphere of 
increased tension shall leave itself to a non-clash 
atmosphere. Our movement and people have reached a level 
of organisation, power and might to defend itself under all 
conditions. However we want to resolve our problems 
through peaceful-democratic and civilised methods not 
through armed clashes hence we prefer the path of peace 
and dialog. Therefore we would like to once again state that 
we are ready to discuss a political solution project and that 
we will act with the responsibility that falls on our shoulders 
in order to create a peaceful period. However in face of 
operations developed, like today, to break the will for 
freedom of the Kurdish people and their gains shall be most 
naturally met with the self-defence of our people both in the 
North and in the South. There will be no hesitations to meet 
the annihilation operations of the Turkish state.

We invite all our people in four parts of Kurdistan and 
overseas to show more solidarity , to stand up with national-
democratic unity spirit and to abort these unjust attacks. The 
important historical period which we are in requires that our 
people shows its popular power and by raising its voice of 
insistence on democratic solution plays its role. We call on 
the Turkish state to discontinue with the dangerous 
adventure it has taken up with the decision of the Turkish 
parliament which in effect means war mobilisation against 
the Kurdish people and to recognise that this would harm 
both the peoples of Turkey and the Kurdish people and to 
respond positively to our movement’s calls and efforts to 
resolve the question through democratic and peaceful 
means. This mobilisation against the Kurdish people both in 
the North and the South has the characteristics to end a 
thousand year friendship between the Kurds and the Turks

and lead to damages that can not be restituted. We invite all 
democratic forces in Turkey in favour of peace and fraternity to 
shoulder their responsibilities and to make efforts for long-
lasting peace and stability in the region in the light of rational 
solution of our leader’s projects. We call on all international 
forces, the USA and the EU, to make an effort to resolve the 
Kurdish question through peaceful-democratic means and not 
through violence and to stand against the unjust attacks and 
state terror of the Turkish state against the Kurdish people by 
playing their roles in the development of peaceful period. We 
would also like to underline that the Kurdish people will be 
insistent on being a power of their own will and stability and 
hence are determined to respond to efforts of resolving the 
Kurdish question in accordance with universal law norms by 
playing their role in the democratization, peace and stability of 
the region."
**

Official Statement from the Kurdistan Regional 
Government

17.10.2007-The Kurdistan Regional 
Government of Iraq (KRG) is concerned 
by the decision of the Turkish Parliament 
to grant a one-year authorisation for the 
Turkish government to conduct military 
operations in the Kurdistan Region in 
Iraq against the Kurdistan Worker's
Party (PKK).

We appeal to our friend and neighbour Turkey to refrain 
from military action in Iraq. The KRG seeks no conflict with 
Turkey. We do not and will not allow our territory to be used by 
anyone to attack or undermine Turkey or any of our 
neighbours. We do not interfere in the internal affairs of 
Turkey, and we expect the same in return.

The KRG condemns the killing of innocent people in Turkey 
and does not believe that violence solves any problem. The 
KRG supports a political process to achieve a comprehensive 
political solution to the problem of the PKK, which has lasted for 
28 years. This problem will not be solved solely through 
military means. Indeed, a Turkish military attack on the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq would make the situation worse, 
complicating the prospects for a political solution in Turkey and 
threatening the fragile progress that is being made in Iraq.

The KRG considers good relations with Turkey a top 
priority. The Turkish people are our friends and neighbours with 
whom we have much in common. Turkish trade and investment 
have been instrumental in our region's economic growth. Any 
problems or disagreements between the KRG and Turkey 
should be solved through diplomacy and dialogue. The KRG 
welcomes direct dialogue with Ankara on all issues of common 
interest or concern, including the PKK. An incursion would be 
detrimental to all Iraq, to Turkey and the Middle East.

Turkey's parliament has given permission for the 
government to launch military operations into Iraq in pursuit of 
Kurdish rebels. The vote was taken in defiance of pressure from 
the US and Iraq, which have called on Turkey for restraint.

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said the 
motion does not mean a military operation is imminent. But he 
said Turkey needed to be able to respond to a recent rise in 
bomb attacks blamed on PKK rebels from Iraq. Turkish MPs 
backed him overwhelmingly, by 507 votes to 19.

As the vote was being counted, US President George W 
Bush strongly urged Turkey, a key ally, not to carry out the
threatened action. He said Washington was "making it clear to 
Turkey it is not in their interest to send more troops in... there 
is a better way to deal with the issue". The recent deaths of 13 
Turkish soldiers in an ambush blamed on the PKK have put the 
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government under renewed pressure to respond with force.
What Turkey wants now is a convincing response from 

allies and neighbours, says the BBC's Sarah Rainsford in 
Ankara.

Turkey has been calling for help in tackling the PKK for 
months. Now it hopes the rest of the world will realise it is 
serious, our correspondent says. 'Illegal'

But the US and Iraq fear any incursion could destabilise 
the only relatively calm region of Iraq. Iraqi Prime Minister 
Nouri Maliki phoned the Turkish prime minister before the
vote, saying he was "absolutely determined" to remove the 
PKK from Iraq and pleading for more time, according to 
Turkey's Anatolia news agency.

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, an ethnic Kurd, urged 
Turkey not to make an incursion, but also called on the PKK 
"to end the so-called military activity".

The autonomous Kurdish regional government in 
northern Iraq warned Turkish MPs that any intervention 
would be "illegal". It has denied providing the PKK with any 
help.
**

DTP Congress seeks "Democratic Autonomy"

14.10.2007-A "Democratic 
Society Congress" organised by 
the DTP in Diyarbakir from 26 to 
28 October has called for 
"democratic autonomy" and has 
condemned military operations.  
Furthermore, cross-border 
operations and lynch attempts 

towards Kurdish individuals and institutions were 
condemned. It was also said that Abdullah Öcalan, "the 
leader of the Kurdish people" would be very important in a 
democratic solution to the Kurdish question.

"Democratic Autonomy"
According to the Congress report, the following 

statement was discussed:
"When in a country as a whole the people are 

guaranteed input and decisions at the local level, and when 
enough autonomy has been won in order to express oneself 
freely and with all differences, then this model is called 
'democratic autonomy'."

The report suggests a gradual strengthening of the 
administration at the levels between central government and 
provinces, and that each region should be given its own 
name or be called after the largest province within its 
borders. It was said that 20 to 25 regional parliaments could 
be founded, and that Turkey’s geography needed to be 
explored.

The report further calls for:
* Radical reforms in Turkey's political and administrative 

structure in order to ensure democratisation
* In order to develop problem-solving approaches, the 

local level should be strengthened
* The people should be involved in decision-making 

processes and all local units should be based on the 
parliamentary system

* Instead of autonomy based on "ethnicity" or 
"territory", it suggests regional and local structures which 
allow for the expression of cultural differences

* While the present flag and official language should still 
be valid for the "nation of Turkey", each region and 
autonomous unit would have its own democratic government 
with its own colours and symbols

* Change cannot be achieved only by changing the 

government system but should be predicated on society's self-
sufficiency.

The report also called for a change from the definition of 
"nation" with an ethnic emphasis to the term "The nation of 
Turkey", in order to find a shared sense of belonging.

Instead of defining everyone as "Turks", this alternative 
term would accept cultural identities and a super-identity of 
"citizen of Turkey".

"Our explicit political aims are for barriers against all 
languages, first of all Kurdish, and cultures to be removed and 
for a redefinition of "citizenship" and "nation" based not on 
exclusive ethnic references but in a democratic manner." 
(NZ/AG)
**

The IHD Further reports from the IHD (Human Rights 
Association)

26.10.2007-At rallies going on until the night of 21 
October, the DTP headquarters was stoned by a group of 
around 1,000 people, its sign was taken down, and there were 
attempts to set fire to the building.

* The home of Öykü Evren who lives below the DTP 
headquarters was wrecked.

* A group of around a thousand people gathered in front of 
the building of the Basic Rights and Freedoms Association. First 
they besieged eleven people in the building, and then they 
attacked the building and injured one person.

* At the so called Muhacir market [market of Balkan Turk 
immigrants], the workplaces of Kurdish traders were attacked. 
Because it was a Sunday, there was only material damage.

* Celal Hanbayat, the association head of the Association of 
People from Tunceli in Bursa was called and threatened with 
death. He was told that his workplace would be burned down.

* People are being forced to hang flags out at workplaces, 
in minibuses used for public transport and in private cars. 
People who do not comply are threatened, sworn at and 
harassed.

* Primary and middle school children are taken out of 
school and go around the city shouting racist slogans, with the 
participation of some teachers.

* Zeynep Dirik was harassed by a canteen owner when he 
heard her speak Kurdish; she was sworn at and insulted.

* A coffee house in the Mustafa Kemal Pasa district of 
Bursa, which many Kurds frequent, was attacked by 
nationalists; those sitting in the cafe were not allowed to go 
home.

* A group of up to 1,500 people attacked Kurdish work 
places. Weapons were used. Felemez Turgay and Ahmet Tokay 
were injured.

* The house of Kurdish citizen Abdurrahman Adam was set 
on fire.

* The windows of Seyfettin Adam's house and workplace 
were broken.

* The Fevzidede and Atariye neighbourhoods were 
besieged for three days.

** 
Free Soldier Hostages without Operations

02.11.2007-Human rights 
activist and MP for Diyarbakir, Akin 
Birdal, has called for civilian 
intervention in order to free the 
eight soldiers being held hostage by 
the PKK since 21 October. Families 
have complained of lack of support.

"There are ceremonies for the 
dead soldiers, people are singing laments; but no one is doing 
anything for the eight soldiers who are alive and in the hands of 
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the PKK, says Diyarbakir MP Akin Birdal, referring to the 
eight soldiers taken hostage after the PKK attack in Daglica, 
Hakkari, on 21 October.Three of the eight missing soldiers 
families have appealed to Birdal for help. He is the former 
president of the Human Rights Association (IHD) and also a 
member of the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission.

Birdal said that the fate of the eight soldiers was 
discussed yesterday (1 November) in the Parliamentary 
Human Rights Commission (PHRC), but that the only thing 
the commission did in the end was to refer the case to the 
Parliamentary Petitions Commission.

Commission President Zafer Üskül said after the meeting 
of the PHRC that the appeal of soldier Mehmet Senkuls father 
Ali Senkul had been transferred to the Petitions Commission 
because it fell into that commissions area of responsibility.

Birdal criticised the way the case was being handled and 
recounted of the meeting of the PHRC:

It was never discussed what could be done to free the 
eight soldiers although that should be our priority. This is a 
question of conscience. In order to free the soldiers, all kinds 
of initiatives must be tried. Their right to life must be 
protected because battles are continuing. At the same time, 
the PKK must also respect all the rights of the soldiers.

Birdal said that the families of Irfan Beyaz, Ramazan 
Yüce and Mehmet Senkul had appealed directly to him, 
saying that they could not get information about their sons 
from officials and that they were worried: They want 
information about their sons and initiatives to free them.

Birdal opposed military operations as a means of freeing 
the soldiers, saying, There is no justification for such an 
operation in terms of human rights or international law. It 
would also mean sending thousands of people into death to 
save the life of eight.

The release of the soldiers could be achieved with 
humane initiatives. This has happened before. Delegations 
went and took the soldiers back, added Birdal, referring to a 
delegation in 1996 which he was part of as president of the 
IHD. The delegation was able to free eight soldiers the PKK 
had taken hostage.

Again it was eight soldiers in their hands. Again it was an 
area where fighting was going on. The families had appealed 
everywhere without results. Then Fethullah Erbas, then MP 
for the Welfare Party (Refah) and the IHD and the 
MAZLUMDER association had formed a delegation. With the 
help of the [Northern Iraqi] Peshmerga we contacted the 
organisation. At first we did not achieve anything, but two 
months later the soldiers were brought back.

When we first started the initiative a trial was opened 
against us for aiding and abetting the PKK. But the day we 
brought the soldiers back we were acquitted. In summary, 
the soldiers could be freed with civilian intervention. 
**

Turkish hostage troops sent to prison after release 
by Kurdish rebels

The Associated Press 11.11.2007 Turkish troops 
taken hostage by Kurdish rebels three weeks ago have been 
charged with "disobedience that could lead to a major 
catastrophe," a defense attorney said Sunday.The soldiers 
returned home last Sunday after their release by the rebels. 
But they are now in a Turkish prison, facing charges in their 
homeland. 

The charges brought against the soldiers on Saturday 
also included "undermining military discipline" and, for two of 
them, "escaping abroad," said lawyer Ramazan Korkmaz, 
who represents the soldiers. 

The soldiers were abducted by rebels of the Kurdistan 

Workers' Party, or PKK, on Oct. 21 following an ambush that 
killed 12 other soldiers. They were taken to a rebel base in the 
north of neighboring Iraq.

The ambush occurred in southeastern Turkey near the 
border with Iraq, where fighting has claimed dozens of lives on 
the Turkish side — most of them soldiers — in less than two 
months. During the same period, at least 88 rebels have been 
killed, according to the Turkish military and media reports.

The eight soldiers were handed over last Sunday to 
northern Iraqi officials, who delivered them to U.S. military 
personnel for transfer to Turkish authorities, according to the 
U.S. State Department.

Korkmaz, who was not allowed to go through the court file 
but was present at Saturday's hearing, said the soldiers were 
accused of "not properly fulfilling their national duty," in a clash 
that left many other soldiers dead or wounded. The soldiers 
told the court that they had ran out of ammunition when the 
rebels took them hostage, Korkmaz said.

Shortly after the soldiers' arrival in Turkey, local media 
here said that they were being interrogated by military 
authorities but their whereabouts were unknown.

The soldiers were sent to a military prison in the eastern 
province of Van. It was not immediately clear when they would 
appear in court again. Korkmaz said the charge of 
"disobedience that could lead to a major catastrophe," would 
mean up to ten years in prison, if if the soldiers are convicted. 
Escaping abroad, which two of the soldiers are charged with, 
could mean another five years, he said.

Korkmaz said it was not clear why the charges of "escaping 
abroad" were brought against only two of the eight soldiers.

Ibrahim Cagan, the father of one of the soldiers, said 
Sunday he did not know his son was imprisoned until he saw 
news reports, and that he and his son had not been able to 
communicate since his release by the rebels."I am very sad," 
said Cagan. "I am calling on our heroic army to release my 
son."

Turkey has fought since 1984 against the rebels of the 
PKK, which the United States and the European Union label a 
terrorist organization. Tens of thousands of people have been 
killed in the fighting.The government has received authorization 
from Parliament to hit PKK bases in neighboring Iraq. The U.S. 
is opposed to a major Turkish incursion or northern Iraq, 
fearing it could destabilize the most stable part the country.
Turkey has massed tens of thousands of troops along the 
border to block rebel infiltration and to prepare for a possible 
cross-border operation.
**

252 Organisations Call for Peace
BIA11.11.2007-252 

Organisations from 22 provinces 
in Eastern and South-eastern 
Anatolia have published a 
shared statement in which they 
have called for the ground to be 
prepared for a discussion of the 

Kurdish question. They have also demanded that the PKK lay 
down its arms, and that the government create the necessary 
conditions for this to happen. The organisations have also 
protested against planned cross-border operations into 
Northern Iraq.

Organisations in the East and Southeast of Turkey have 
called on the PKK to put down arms and on the government to 
create favourable conditions for peace.

The "Democratisation and Peace Declaration", prepared by 
rights organisations, bar associations, political parties and 
NGOs, was read by Ali Öncü, spokesperson of the Diyarbakir 
Democracy Platform.
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Kurdish question "most basic problem" in Turkey
Öncü said that Turkey’s most basic problem was the 

Kurdish question that Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
US visit had not resulted in solving, but in making the issue 
worse. Öncü also warned that cross-border operations would 
have irreparable results.

The following statements were made in the declaration:
"Concrete steps" “The Kurdish question is Turkey’s most 

basic problem. The politics of denial which do not solve the 
problem but make it worse need to be given up, the Kurdish 
question needs to be considered together with its historical 
and social roots, and the ground for discussion needs to be 
paved. Concrete steps must be taken.”

"PKK must give up arms" “The PKK must announce that 
it has given up an armed struggle, must take concrete steps 
to realise this and must prepare to disarm.”

"Government must aid this process" “The government 
must create the liberal and democratic conditions which will 
allow the PKK to give up arms; social, political and legal 
arrangements have to be made according to a specified 
timetable.”

"Danger of nationalism" “The recent nationalist wave 
against Kurds is worrying. There is a danger of brotherhood 
turning into antagonism between peoples. The government 
and public authorities must take precautions against this 
great danger.”

"Great pain and irreparable damage" “Cross-border 
operations, which we believe will only result in great pain and 
irreparable economic loss, must not be carried out; the 
parliamentary bill [permitting these operations] must be 
withdrawn. Anticipating the contributions of the regional 
Kurdish government towards a solution, there must be 
diplomacy and dialogue based on peace and friendship, and 
neighbours and the law must be respected.” 

Kurd rebels say open to talks, may give up arm
BBC 09.11.2007-The 

Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK), whose bases in north 
Iraq Turkey has threatened to 
attack, said on Friday it was 
open to a dialogue that could 
lead to its downing arms, a 
news agency close to the 
rebels reported.

Turkey, like the United 
States and the European 
Union, condemns the PKK as a 
terrorist group and has always 

refused to talk to PKK guerrillas. It had no immediate 
response to the party's statement, carried by the Firat news 
agency.

"We are open to dialogue on starting a process that
would totally exclude weapons, based on a political project," 
the PKK statement said. A Kurdish protester is silhouetted 
against a flag showing imprisoned Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan during a rally against Turkey, 
in Berlin November 4, 2007. The PKK, whose bases in north 
Iraq Turkey has threatened to attack, said on Friday it was 
open to dialogue that could lead to its downing arms, a news 
agency close to the rebels reported.

A Kurdish protester is silhouetted against a flag showing 
imprisoned Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) leader Abdullah 
Ocalan during a rally against Turkey, in Berlin November 4, 
2007. The PKK, whose bases in north Iraq Turkey has 
threatened to attack, said on Friday it was open to dialogue 
that could lead to its downing arms, a news agency close to 

the rebels reported. It said that unilateral ceasefires the party 
had announced in the past had failed to halt the conflict, 
emphasizing the importance of a political solution.

Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan said this week after 
talks with President George W. Bush that the army would go 
ahead with an incursion against PKK militants in Iraq, but did 
not say when.

The armed forces chief, General Yasar Buyukanit, said on 
Friday the military was ready and waiting for the government to 
order the cross-border operation, according to the newspaper 
Milliyet's Web site. "A short time after our units are given a 
task they will be able to carry it out. That is the point at which 
we are. We are now waiting for the order that will come from 
the government," Milliyet quoted Buyukanit as saying.

Turkey has stationed some 100,000 troops on the Iraq 
border and threatened to launch an offensive against some 
3,000 rebels who use northern Iraq as a base for attacks in 
Turkey, if nothing is done to curb their activities.

The PKK took up arms in 1984 with the aim of creating an 
ethnic homeland in mainly Kurdish southeast Turkey. Nearly 
40,000 people have been killed in the conflict.

The PKK statement said that a Turkish cross-border 
operation would only be an attempt to affect the status of oil-
rich and multi-ethnic Kirkuk, which Iraqi Kurds want included in 
their autonomous northern Iraq region.

A referendum is due this year to determine the status of 
the city, but Arab residents and Turkmen -- Turks' ethnic kin --
want it to be delayed or abandoned.

The PKK announced a ceasefire in 1999 after its leader 
Abdullah Ocalan was imprisoned. This was broken in 2003 when 
fighting broke out between the Turkish military and the PKK. A 
2006 ceasefire is officially still in place.

Earlier on Friday Buyukanit appeared to respond to calls 
from the pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party for autonomy in 
southeast Turkey, in a speech marking the anniversary of the 
death of Kemal Ataturk, modern Turkey's revered founder."If 
our (state's) unitary structure and fundamental values of the 
regime are confronting some threats today, we should know 
that deviation from Ataturk's nationalism has started," the text 
of his speech said.

Despite Erdogan's threat to attack the PKK in Iraq, Iraq's 
foreign minister said this week he believed the threat of a 
major Turkish offensive had diminished.
Washington does not want Turkey to send thousands of troops 
across the border, fearing it could destabilize northern Iraq and 
cause a bigger regional crisis, but has not opposed limited 
military strikes.
**

Sympathy for rebels in northern Iraq
BBC By Crispin Thorold -The BBC reports the Kandil 

mountain range runs across northern Iraq, but it is in the area 
where the borders of Turkey, Iran and Iraq meet that many of 
the rebels from the PKK is believed to be hiding.

The Turkish government says that the 3,000 Kurdish 
fighters based there use the region to launch attacks inside 
Turkey. On a hilltop close to the town of Ranya, there is a 
spectacular view of the jagged peaks of the Kandil Mountains. 
On one side you look towards Turkey and on the other to Iran.

Fighters from the PKK - or Kurdistan Workers Party -have 
been based in these mountains since the early1980s and 
repeated attempts by the Turkish military to drive them out 
have failed.

Now the government in Ankara has called on the Kurdish 
authorities in northern Iraq to act against the PKK. The Iraqi 
President, Jalal Talabani, and the president of the regional 
government in northern Iraq, MassoudBarzani - both of them 
Kurds - have said that they are not able to remove the PKK. 




