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make themselves acceptable for the owners of the regime. 
Moreover AKP will not be successful in democratising Turkey 
because of its approach and concepts. This is because it has 
decided not to be a ruling party that fights for democracy, 
together with the democratic powers within the country, but 
rather has decided to be a party that supports the military 
fight against the Kurdish freedom movement in order to 
remain in power. Therefore, regardless of how much they 
use the language of democracy, AKP in fact is not a 
democratic power. But at the same time, the closure of the 
case against them is not democratic and shows how bad the 
base of system in Turkey. 

On this account, in 
order to bring democracy to 
Turkey, there is a need for a 
social consensus. 
Consequently, we believe 
that a new process should 
start to solve Turkey’s 
Kurdish problem in a 
democratic and peaceful 

way. Without this, taken place there will be no development 
of democracy and peaceful social formation. 

In March 2008, we are at the beginning of a very 
important and historical period of struggle. We know that 
the Turkish state, with the external support, is preparing an 
attack to defeat the Kurdish freedom movement and 
weaken our people in the North (Turkey) while aiming to 
cripple the Kurdish people in the South (Iraq). However, it 
is not possible for our people, who have reached an 
important level of democracy and freedom to bow to this 
oppression and to refine militaristically, politically, socially 
and culturally. The Kurdish people do not accept to live as 
slaves and have made a communal decision to live freely 
and with its own identity and will. Accordingly, they have 
been able to defend themselves for decades against such 
destructive attacks. We, according to our accountability to 
the people, would like to urge and invite all sides to 
dialogue before a period of war starts. 

Political and military developments in the country in the 
last 2-3 months have proven our views. Hence, according to 
the framework mentioned by our leader during his last two 
visits to solve the Kurdish problem with dialogue and 
peaceful methods and not violence, we call on Turkish 
government and state for peace and dialogue. We declare 
that as a movement we will show our responsibility to start 
a new process, including laying down arms completely if the 
Turkish state responds positively. 

We call on democracy and peace forces in Turkey, as 
well as democratic-patriotic forces in all parts of Kurdistan 
to play an active role in this process, to play an active role 
and make a greater effort to solve the problem in 
contemporary-political ways. 

We call on the world’s democratic public, especially on 
USA, EU and other international forces to make a greater 
effort to solve the Kurdish problem in Turkey in non-violent, 
contemporary-democratic ways and to cease their support 
of policies of violence. 

The Kurdistan Freedom Movement and the People of 
Kurdistan are ready to sacrifice for the development of a 
peaceful process. However, they are also able to show that 
they are unbeatable and capable of frustrating any violent 
attacks to destroy them. Our first choice is peace and 
dialogue. In order to maintain such situation, we call on 
every responsible power to show effort and prevent further 
blood shed.

KCK Statements about CPT Report
"For more than nine years our leader’s health has been 

under deliberate attack, aside from his intense isolation 
condition in the sole prison in Imrali Island; on our behalf we
have been raising this issue many times. With the 
announcement made to the public on 1st March 2007 in 
Rome, the tests carried out by the experts made on the 
limited number of hair samples taken from our leader, 
revealed that the strontium, and chromium levels were well 
above normal and in medical terms this is known as a chronic 
poisoning. From this date onwards throughout the country 
and abroad, our patriotic people, democratic associations, 
political, cultural organizations, and friends of our people, 
have shown self-sacrifice, and have carried the issue to many 
international organization’s agenda including the CPT, and 
have demanded that independent experts carry out an 
extensive examination in Imrali.

Council of Europe calls for end to isolation of 
Kurdish rebel chief

The anti-torture committee of 
the Council of Europe said in a report 
Thursday that Kurdish rebel chief 
Abdullah Ocalan, in solitary 
confinement in Turkey for almost 
nine years, should be allowed human 
contact or else his mental state will 
deteriorate further. Ocalan, who led 
the Kurdish Workers' Party (PKK), 
was convicted of treason in 1999 and 

given a life sentence. The anti-torture committee visited him 
last May in his prison cell on an island in the Sea of Marmara. 
The report released in Strasbourg said that a psychiatric 
examination of the 59-year-old showed a distinct 
deterioration of his mental state since visits in 2001 and 
2003. "This deterioration is connected with a situation of 
chronic stress and prolonged social and emotional isolation, 
coupled with a feeling of abandonment and disappointment," 
according to the report.  DPA 06.03

US call for dialogue with PKK no slip of tongue
The top US commander in the Middle East has suggested 

that dialogue between Ankara and the Kurdistan Workers' 
Party (PKK) would solve Turkey's problem with terrorism, a 
strong sign that an earlier call for talks with the PKK from a 
senior US commander was not a slip of tongue. "They 
certainly have instigated lots of trouble, and they've had a lot 
of casualties in Turkey but the real solution here, to me, is 
that there's some kind of accommodation reached with this 
group and with the Turks inside of Turkey, to knock this off," 
Adm. William J. Fallon, commander of the US Central 
Command, told a House of Representatives committee 
hearing on Wednesday. "We certainly recognize the pain the 
Turks have felt from the outlawed and terrorist activities of 
this group, but we know that the long-term solution is some 
kind of an accommodation." Fallon's remarks came a day 
after a former senior US commander in Iraq, Army Lt. Gen. 
Ray Odierno, said negotiations could be conducted with the 
PKK after a certain period of pressure. Zaman 07.03

DTP complains of unequal treatment in Parliament

The pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party (DTP) has 
complained of unequal treatment in Parliament, arguing that 
double standards have been applied to its 20 deputies over 






