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since its introduction in 2005.
“It is wrong to regard this reform as good news,” 

the press freedom organisation said. “It is true the 
penalties have been reduced, but insults to Turkish 
identity has simply been replaced by insults to the 
Turkish nation, leaving judges a lot of leeway to 
prosecute anyone who publicly broaches sensitive issues 
such as the Armenian genocide or the Kurdish issue.”

Reporters Without Borders added: “Furthermore, 
this reform concerns only article 301. Any real 
improvement in freedom of expression in Turkey would 
have to include a thorough overhaul of all the laws and 
regulations that restrict it. The limited nature of this 
reform highlights the size of the problem that free 
speech poses to the Turkish authorities.” The national 
assembly approved the amendments to article 301 after 
a stormy debate on 30 April by 250 votes to 65. Article 
301, which took effect in May 2005 replacing article 109 
of the old criminal code, made attacks on “Turkish 
identity” punishable by up to three years in prison and it 
was used to prosecute several thousand people.

According to justice minister Mehmet Ali Sahin, 
1,189 people were taken before a court in the first 
quarter of 2007 alone for article 301 violations. Nobel 
prize-winning novelist Orhan Pamuk and Armenian-
Turkish newspaper editor Hrant Dink, who was murdered 
by ultranationalists in Istanbul on 19 January 2007, were 
among those prosecuted under the article. The reform 
replaces attacks on “Turkishness” by attacks on the 
“Turkish nation” and reduces the maximum prison 
sentence from three years to two. And most trials under 
article 301 will henceforth take place before magistrate 
courts instead of criminal courts. Article 301 proceedings 
currently under way will be dropped, and the cases will 
be re-examined in the light of the new provisions.

Article 301 is just one element of the legislative 
arsenal restricting free expression in Turkey. Other laws 
punish attacks on fundamental national interests (article 
305), inciting hatred, hostility or humiliation (article 
216), attacking the memory of the Turkish republic’s 
founder, Atatürk (law 5816 of 25 July 1951) and 
discouraging the public from doing military service 
(article 318). In many cases, the penalties increase by a 
half when the media are used to break the law.
Reporters W.Borders.

European Peace Assembly is being established
European Peace Assembly (EPA) is implementing 

its Establishment Congress on Saturday. The 
entrepreneurs of EPA who had been attending the 
meetings all over Europe had completed all the 
preparations. Yuksel Mutlu and Prof. Dr. Cengiz Guler 
who will be representing Peace Assembly of Turkey will 
also attend the meeting in Düsseldorf on 26th of April on 
Saturday. In addition to a Left Party Member of 
Parliament in Germany Norman Peach, Prof. Dr. Andreas 
Buro, one of the spokespersons of Germany Peace 
Council Dr. Peter Strutynski, many other German and 
European politicians are expected to attend the event.
There will also be a panel called “The Contribution of 
Europe Peace Movement to the Peaceful Solution of 
Kurdish Issue” moderated by a journalist from the 

Frankfurter Rundschau newspaper. Prof. Andreas Buro, 
Prof. Dr. Norman Peach (Left Party MP) and Peter 
Strutynski will be attending the panel as speakers.

The Peace Assembly will get together to contribute 
in the ending of armed conflicts, democracy for everyone 
without discrimination in Turkey, peaceful solution to the 
Kurdish issue, human rights, and taking the example set 
by the Peace Assembly of Turkey to take the liberties and 
social justice as base, Kurdish, Turkish, and Europeans 
speaking the language of peace. ANF

Retired General: PKK is a political organization
The retired Major General Osman Pamukoglu had 

stated that the PKK is a political organisation and is 
fulfilling this task. Osman Pamukoglu had implied that 
USA could intervene in against Turkey. Pamukoglu talked 
about the war in the past 25 years with PKK in a 
conference in a university in the city of Kayseri. The 
conference was held in Sabanci Cultural Site by the 
University of Erciyes. Pamukoglu had stated that; “Thre is 
nothing left to talk about and to do with PKK. The terrorist 
organisation PKK is a political organisation and had 
fulfilled its task. Its aim is to for an independent Kurdish 
state and the aim of forming an independent state within 
the boundaries of Turkey has not been reached, however, 
a Kurdish state has been formed in Northern Iraq. 
Therefore, a political aim has been achieved”. ANF

HPG had confirmed that 1 guerrilla
had been captured

HPG Press Centre had stated that; “We could not 
hear of a group of our guerrillas after a conflict between 
our guerrillas and the fascist military unit in Dersim 
Nazimiye on 9th of April. A guerrilla cod named Gunes, 
whose real name is Gunes Tekin had been captured by the 
enemy in addition to the other 11 guerrillas we had listed 
the names of. The HPG guerrilla who had been captured 
wounded has been sent to the E Type prison after an 
operation in 14th April. On 15th of April Gunes Tekin had 
met his sister Cicek Tekin and his lawyers named Baris 
Yildirim and Ali Cafer Zulfikar. During the meeting Gunes 
Tekin had stated that he had 6 bullets in total in his legs 
and arms and further stated that he will have an operation 
to get pins in his elbow after the recovery of the wound in 
his elbow. 

Mr Gunes spoke about the military operation during 
the meeting and stated that; “It was an on the point 
operation. We were in a cave. They bombed the cave for 
several hours. We had gone pass all the strategic hills and 
during this I gained 6 bullet wounds and I fell. Many of my 
friends were shot. I and 3 friends broke through the first 
encirclement and I got 6 bullet wounds during this and I 
fell. My friends had took my rifle and left as they though 
that I was dead. When I regained consciousness I was in 
between the soldiers.” ANF

14 Turkish soldiers killed in military operations 
by the PKK in Judi mountain

“Our fighters launched a military attack in the Judy 
Mountain area along the lines of the Turkish military 
operation launched by the Turkish army in the regions of 
(Cree Again) - (Jili) / Judy and surrounding areas. The 
operation carried out on the afternoon of April 24, at the 
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top of (Crea Hormo) hill and resulted in the deaths of 12 
soldiers from the Turkish army and several other 
injured. Our fighters confiscated military hardware form 
the Turkish army: one g-3 weapon , Klanckov (1), a 
wireless contact equipment (1). 

Turkish military forced to withdraw from Mountain 
Judy on the same day in the evening without achieving 
any results and all of our fighters returned safely to their 
bases. 

The Turkish army started a large-scale military 
campaign on April 25, in the mountainous region of the 
province Chernak against our forces using Cobra 
helicopter gunships. The HPG fighter launched an 
offensive in the evening the same day on a battalion of 
the Turkish army resulted in the deaths of 2 Turkish 
soldiers and 5 others were injured.

Christopher Torchia : Spring brings uptick in 
fight between Turkish army, Kurds

Ten Turkish soldiers have died in clashes with 
Kurdish rebels since April 20, signaling a seasonal 
upswing in fighting when winter snows melt and 
combatants are able to move around rugged terrain 
more freely.

The renewed violence comes two months after 
Turkey staged a ground offensive against guerrillas 
based in Iraq with the help of US intelligence but without 
the active support of Iraqi Kurds. It also coincides with 
Turkish air and artillery strikes on cross-border targets, 
though experts say such tactics have limited impact on 
an elusive foe in a vast region.

The persistence of the rebel threat raises questions 
about whether Turkey might deem it necessary to stage 
another ground operation in Iraq against the rebel 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK. The military says it is 
entitled to do so, but US-led calls for restraint and the 
prospect of a costly, inconclusive campaign could temper 
any Turkish zeal for another incursion.

“It’s something that they have to be considering,” 
said Aliza Marcus, author of “Blood and Belief: the PKK 
and the Kurdish Fight for Independence”.

Abdulkadir Onay, a Turkish lieutenant colonel and 
a visiting fellow at the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy, compared Turkish military action in Iraq to 
what he described as “required” Israeli operations in 
Lebanon and Colombia’s recent air strike on a group of 
leftist rebels who were hiding just across the border in 
Ecuador.

“Just as the US military has targeted Al Qaeda 
camps in Afghanistan, Turkey will likely continue to 
tackle the PKK presence in neighbouring Iraq,” Onay 
wrote in an analysis this month.

Ahmet Banas, a PKK spokesman in northern Iraq, 
said rebels “have enough forces” to defend themselves if 
Turkey attacks in Iraq again. The PKK is estimated to 
have a total of 5,000 fighters, down by half from its peak 
in the early 1990s.

Some recent fighting with the rebel group occurred 
near Mt. Cudi in Sirnak province and similar mountain 
routes traditionally used by rebels to infiltrate Turkey 
from Iraq. But Turkish media said two soldiers were 
killed in Bingol province Sunday, hundreds of kilometers 

(miles) from Iraq.
Rebel units inside Turkey are believed to have 

considerable independence from their masters in northern 
Iraq, getting weapons and other supplies from local 
smugglers and carrying out hit-and-run attacks.

The PKK detonated 20 mines and roadside bombs 
from the beginning of this year until April 25, according to 
the Turkish General Staff. Authorities defused another 95 
explosive devices. The military has reported the combat 
deaths of 10 soldiers and one member of a paramilitary 
force comprising village residents since April 20. Rebels 
say they seek autonomy in the predominantly Kurdish 
southeast of Turkey, citing a history of discrimination and 
human rights abuses by the state. Turkey says the PKK is 
a terrorist group a view shared by Europe and the United 
States and says the state is committed to social and 
economic reforms to help the Kurds. Progress, however, is 
halting.

Turkey’s ruling party won more Kurdish votes in 
elections last year than a Kurdish party seen as the 
political wing of the PKK, suggesting many Kurds are tired 
of militancy. But the PKK’s profile rose when Turkey sent 
troops into northern Iraq for eight days in February 
despite US concerns about the threat to stability in the 
area controlled by Iraqi Kurds.

The Turkish military said it pummeled rebels in 
Iraq’s Zap region, though commanders said it was difficult 
to keep troops exposed for long in the harsh winter. The 
Feb 29 troop withdrawal came after US President George 
W. Bush told Turkish leaders to end the offensive as soon 
as possible; Turkey’s military denied it pulled out under 
US pressure.

Iraqi Kurds have refrained from tough action against 
their Turkish Kurd brethren, though Turkish commanders 
want them to arrest rebels and cut supply lines.

“In the best circumstances, it’s difficult for (the 
Turks) to fight in northern Iraq, especially without the 
Iraqi Kurds as an active partner,” said Marcus, the author. 
She also questioned the value of US military intelligence in 
parts of northern Iraq, where few American soldiers are 
stationed and the distances are huge.

Citing Turkish military eavesdropping on rebel 
communications, Sedat Laciner of the International 
Strategic Research Organisation in Ankara said the PKK 
endured an especially tough winter and “they lost a lot of 
militants”.

But he said the Turkish military had made some 
“wrong choices”, including the frequent use of conscripts 
and other soldiers without counterinsurgency training, as 
well as air raids. “You cannot destroy terrorists by 
bombing large areas,” he said. DAWN-AP 

IRAN
Press Communication of Free Life Party of 

Kurdistan (PJAK)
On Thursday, 1 May 2008, Turkish military 

warplanes heavily bombed the Qendil region in Southern 
Kurdistan/Northern Iraq. The attacks carried out by 30 to 
40 Turkish warplanes for three hours, from 11:00 pm on 
the first of May, to 2:00 am on the second of May.

They bombed the Press Central Unit of PJAK as well 
the villages of Rezge, Marado, Shnawe, Zergelêsh and 
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Qelatukan. These attacks caused major physical and 
economic damage to the Kurdish civilian and their 
properties. In the bomb attacks six members of PJAK, 
four of them journalists from the Press Central Unit have 
become martyrs. They are: Diyako Bakhtiyari known as 
Herish Amed >From Mahabad, Kardo Eliyali known as 
Argesh Bawer From Piranshahr, Behjat Takin Alp known 
as Firat Chele, Jamal Rasuli known as Armanj Mariwan 
From Mariwan, Memed Guren known as Wedad Amed 
From Amed, Rahim Borna known as Raman Cawid From 
Mahabad

Hundreds of families who live under difficult 
circumstances have been intimidated by the air raids. A 
school has been destroyed and the teachers have left 
the villages, thus the children are now without school 
and teachers. Hundreds of livestock have been killed, 
causing serious economical damage to the villages. On 
top of this, the regional government and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) have imposed an embargo on 
the region and closed it off to journalists. 

The attacks occurred shortly after a high level 
Iranian delegation visited Turkey in April and signed a 
security and economic agreement between the two 
countries to cooperate against PJAK and the Kurdish 
people in both countries.

While Turkey shouldered the role of the actual 
attacker, the assaults were the result of an agreement 
  between Iran, Turkey and Iraq and of American 
intelligence sharing. It is important to mention that on 
the day of the attacks a Turkish delegation, led by 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan's Chief 
Adviser Ahmet Davutoglu was in Iraq and at the same 
time the deputy president of Iraq, Tariq Al-Hashimi, was 
in Turkey for diplomatic talks. This means that a new 
phase of attacks against the Kurdish people has started, 
which will lead to more turmoil in the region. The role of 
the Iraqi government and the Kurdistan Regional 
Government is submissive to the Turkish policies against 
the Kurds.

It is necessary to find out why the headquarter of 
PJAK has been bombed. Why the intelligence provided 
by the United States used in favour of the Iranian state? 
And why does the Turkish regime militarily targets 
Kurdish organisations of another part of Kurdistan? We 
ask the United States and the Kurdistan Regional 
Government to give an explanation for this, or they shall 
lose all credibility in our eyes. The USA tells the world 
that it has a strategic conflict with the theocratic regime 
in Iran. But when the Kurdish people in Iran wages a 
sacrificing, modern struggle for the democratisation of 
the country, they provide the means for an attack on 
them! 

Meanwhile 25 bombs that did not explode have 
been found. The writings on the bombs suggest that 
they contain chemical weapons. They are being 
examined; the results from independent scientific 
laboratories will be published soon. 

In addition to these Turkish barbaric attacks the 
Associated Press, hired journalists and other press 
agencies are publishing misinformation about PJAK. 
These media news articles which claim that PJAK will 
carry out suicide attacks against Iraq and the USA 

interests in the region are untrue and fabricated, they are 
against PJAK principles, policies and democratic values. 
We ask the AP and other press agencies to clarify and 
correct their wrong information about PJAK and the 
Kurdish people.

Clarification:
1. PJAK is based mainly inside Eastern Kurdistan 

and Iran, not in Iraq. It depends on the support of the 
Kurdish and Iranian people. It is a democratic national 
movement for the Kurds in Iran. Its aim’s are to unite the 
Kurdish and Iranian opposition, to change the oppressive 
Islamic regime in Iran and to establish a free democratic 
con-federal system for the Kurds and the Iranian peoples. 
“Changing of the regime to a democratic system in which 
all citizens; Iranians, Kurds, Azaries, Baluchs, Turkomans 
and Arabs and all other ethnic groups within the 
framework of the democratic system, can govern 
themselves.”

2. PJAK is against any suicide or terrorists attacks. 
It adheres to the roles of the United Nations human rights 
declaration. It is in self defense and does not launch any 
military cross border attacks from Iraq. All of the 
operations inside Iran are in self defense and to protect 
our people from the Iranian security and revolutionary 
Guards forces continues atrocities and forced 
assimilation.

3. PJAK is not a rebels organization. PJAK is a 
political massive national democratic movement of the 
Kurds in Iran. PJAK strategy is to use all form of struggle; 
political, social, economic, nonviolence civil disobedience, 
human rights, NGOS and to carry arms in self defense 
etc,. “PJAK is always continuing the work and struggle 
needed to achieve an increase in the level of intelligence, 
a democratic organization of people as well as practice of 
the democratic values, to achieve a radical type of 
democracy and to be able to launch a system of 
democratic confederacy in eastern Kurdistan.”

4. PJAK is a self sufficient and independent 
organization. It depends on the Kurds and Iranian people 
support, contrary to the Iranian dictatorial regime 
misinformation campaign that PJAK getting help from the 
USA and the west. We again declare to the public opinion 
that PJAK did not receive any help from any country 
including the USA. We depend on the support of our 
people and on our organization.

The Kurdistan Free Life Party (PJAK) calls upon the 
United States of America, Iraq, the European Union and 
the European states to realize that the path to security 
and democracy in the Middle East leads through a change 
of the Iranian theocratic regime. Therefore a positive 
approach to the Kurdish question and the demands and 
views of Iran's peoples and the peoples of the Middle East 
is necessary. Oligarchic, theocratic and reactionary states 
cannot be force of stability and cannot meet the demands 
      of the peoples. At the same time these states 
undermine global security by setting up and funding 
fundamentalist groups.

It is time to put stop to the atrocities and human 
rights violations of the Turkish and Iranian Islamic 
oppressive regimes. 

We call upon the international community to help 




