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conflicts between our movement and the Turkish State.  The 
USA has wanted to strengthen the state terror of Turkey, 
which practiced against Kurdish People.  It is known that 
the Turkish State is applying psychological warfare through 
media organizations, but it is also known that is not real and 
Turkey’s politics is based on lies because they have never 
proved any criminal, unlawful activities of Kurdistan 
Freedom Movement (PKK).

The reality is this:  the PKK movement ideologically 
and politically has always been against selling or using all 
kind of drugs which poison human beings and we have 
always been so reactive about this, Therefore the decision 
taken by the USA government is entirely a big lie and it is 
only to please the Turkish State.

We as the Kurdistan Freedom Movement (PKK) like 
our previous calls, invite international human rights and 
other civil organisation, which fight against organised 
crimes to investigate these kinds of allegations in order to 
find out the real truth.  After a fair, honest and real 
investigation it is going to be obvious and found out that, it 
is not PKK who does drug smuggling but it is the criminal 
organisations which are actively supported by the Turkish 
State.

We condemn the USA and urge them to withdraw 
their wrong decision immediately, because that decision is 
intended to criminalise the Kurdistan Freedom Movement.  
International democratic institutions and organizations 
should condemn the USA’s unfair and unjust decision and 
we call everyone and Kurdish people to be just and not to 
believe these laughable allegations. 02.06.2008

Kongra-Gel Calling on the EP and EU 
Institutions

The European Parliament’s report 
on Turkey’s progress towards 
accession has been discussed 
and accepted by the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs on 21 April 
2008.

When considering the 
report in terms of the Kurdish 

issue, its right to say that there have been some 
developments on the question and on the way the report 
describes the issue.

In the report the committee urges the Turkish 
government to launch a political initiative favouring a lasting 
settlement of the Kurdish issue and asking for tangible 
improvements in Kurdish language and culture, which has 
never been stated in previous reports. A part of the report 
indicates that our movement must declare a ceasefire and 
give up arms without any preconditions. In response to this 
call, we would like to emphasise the following matters below 
to those interested parties.

First of all this matter must be seen clearly, that 
ever since the foundation of the Turkish republic there has 
been a Kurdish issue. The issue is caused by the policies of 
Turkey which deny Kurdish identity and therefore try to 
assimilate them by means of oppression and violence.

The Kurds have always stood against those policies 
and legitimately resisted right until the day we are in now. 
As the Turks say, our movement is the 29th uprising 
movement against this brutal regime. This last uprising has 
been going on for 24 years; in other words this isn’t simply 
a terrorist issue as the Turks claim it to be; in fact it is a 
mater of freedom and democracy for the Kurdish nation. 
The true source of the terrorism and violence is the policy 

which Turkey has adopted for many years and carries out till 
now. It is known that there are tens of thousands of people 
who have lost their lives, thousands of burned and destroyed 
settlements and millions of refugees and unjustly treated 
people.

We believe that this serious issue could be resolved 
by an objective approach and with the assistance of the 
democratic institution such as the EU. We as a movement see 
the armed struggle as a means of self-defence and we use 
the arms for defensive means because using violence for our 
cause isn’t our objective.

We have declared five unilateral ceasefires in return 
of which Turkey replied with military operations; we have 
published many declarations which consisted of our demands 
for a peaceful and democratic solution. And on 1st December 
2007 we published a declaration called “Declaration Calling 
for a Democratic Solution” in which we announced that we 
are ready to abandon guns indefinitely. On 15th March 2008 
we reiterated our declaration once more. It is well known that 
for the past 15 years our leader Mr Ocalan’s many efforts to 
resolve this problem peacefully have been neglected and 
ignored. In spite of efforts to de-escalate the situation, the 
Turkish government uses violence, repression and conducts 
military operations as part of their policy.

At present its army carries out attacks and military 
operations on a daily basis. For the last five months the army 
has been extending their operations into the federal Kurdistan 
region of Iraq.  

By neglecting this background and demanding of us 
as a representative of the Kurdish side to take a step which 
will lead to our complete dissolution is not an objective or 
realistic approach.

We would like to see the EP who calls upon us to 
declare a unilateral ceasefire and give up our guns completely 
to take the initiative and propose a project which will find a 
peaceful solution to the Kurdish issue.

We believe that the EP is a serious institution. In the 
light of the issues above, we once again would like to stress 
that we are ready for a dialogue with any force and 
institutions and we are ready to take any necessary steps 
towards achieving a peaceful solution. Once again we call 
upon the EU and the EP to grasp their responsibilities to work 
towards a resolution to the Kurdish problem through peaceful 
democratic means.

One month closing ban for Alternatif Newspaper
Alternatif Newspaper, which started its publications 

on the 19th of May, has been closed down for a month. 
Alternatif Newspaper is a daily paper; it has been closed 
down by the 10th court of Istanbul for supposedly making 
“PKK propaganda” and “publishing a Terrorist Organisation’s 
statements”. Ragip Zarakoglu, the editor of the paper, said of 
the decision that “it shows that in Turkey the free press is 
under serious threat”. Kurdish Info 26.05.2008

It is not allowed for the media to make news 
about certain people in Southern Kurdistan!

The Kurdistan Regional Government is preparing to 
pass a law through parliament which will illegalize the making 
of news of ‘certain individuals’. The KRG is already among the 
worst places for free media. The head of the parliament’s Law 
committee Kerem Bahri said that journalists will not go to 
prison but articles that may threaten national security or 
insult religion will be censored.Alongside ‘certain individuals’, 
journalists will also not be able to report on administrators 
that have been linked with illegal activities. ANF 27.05.2008




